	The Bottom Line on D.A.R.E. in Texas - 2000
The results reported in this summary are based on responses from 2,784 ninth grade students from 16 rural, suburban, and urban schools. 

The table below shows the difference between 9th grade students who had participated in D.A.R.E. at the elementary or middle school levels with those who have not participated in an equitable prevention education program. 

D.A.R.E. participants are more likely to be in low drug involvement groups and less likely to be in high drug involvement groups.  Further, non- D.A.R.E. students were more likely to be in the high drug involvement category than the D.A.R.E. students were.

Ninth Grade Student Drug Involvement Percentages 
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	Involvement Levels 
1.
Low Drug = No current use, past drug experimentation and light alcohol use 
2.
Moderate Drug = Occasional drug, light marijuana and alcohol usage 
3.
High Drug = Poly-drug, stimulant, heavy marijuana, and heavy alcohol usage 
  

Bottom Line Reality   
· 14.3% more D.A.R.E. students have low drug involvement 
· 5.5% fewer D.A.R.E. students have moderate drug involvement 
· 39.2% fewer D.A.R.E. students have high drug involvement 
For the full research report, please go to: http://147.26.206.200/TDI_Home.htm
  


 

Houston Police Department D.A.R.E. Evaluation 
D.A.R.E. Helps Kids Beat the Odds
-D.A.R.E. Develops Resilient Kids
Fourth Grade students have high expectations from D.A.R.E. 
· They believe D.A.R.E. will teach them things that are important in later life. 

· They look forward to participating in D.A.R.E. 

· They look forward to learning about resisting drugs and violence. 

91% of Fourth Graders indicated they thought a Police Officer was the appropriate person to teach about alcohol and drugs. 
Students at every grade level (4 – H.S.) reported they felt safer at school on the days the D.A.R.E. officer was there. 
Below Charts
Students in the D.A.R.E. Elementary program demonstrated a significant increase in the perceived harm associated with Substance use.
Students in D.A.R.E. reported an increased ability to refuse tobacco, alcohol and drug use.

 (# represents tendency to accept) 
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Students were asked to identify their plans to avoid substance use in the future. This table (below) indicates a significant increase in the students’ belief they can avoid use. 
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(# represent perception of harm/ mar=marijuana, inh = inhalants, coc = cocaine, liq = liquor, her = heroin, tob = tobacco)  
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For details concerning the full research report, go to http://147.26.206.200/TDI_Home.htm
 


 


